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so it works out very nicely for him to have as a foundation for
his reading a familiarity with those characters upon which the
sounds of the words depend,
Teaching Himself to Read* With such a foundation, again
we have one of the most natural things in the pleasant pastime,
if you please, of teaching baby to read. Even before the age of
three, baby sees the word "hot" on the bathroom faucet. He
recognizes the letters, and mother explains that those letters
put together say "hot." She tells him this very casually, but he
asks her over and over again, "What does that say, mother?1'
And just as often she answers, "That says 'hot'," One of the
happy things about babyhood is this insistence of endless repeti-
tion, so tiresome to us older folks but which becomes a joy when
we see in it the accomplishing of baby's education. At the same
time, he learns the word "cold." And all about him everywhere
he sees letters put together to make words. Oftentimes he will
come along with a magazine—some advertisement, perhaps—-
with a conspicuous word, and mother may take occasion to tell
him that those letters say "boy" or "cow31 or "Shredded Wheat"
or "shoe." It is all a part of baby's play. Some simple plan like
picture cards with animals or familiar objects of any kind and
the name below, make the teaching of the child a simple thing,
and one the foundation, at least, of which may well be laid in
babyhood. And not only may these pictures (and such beautiful
ones can be cut from magazines and mounted on cardboard) be
the means of teaching words, but many other valuable things
may be taught the child from them, and in the study of the pic-
ture his powers of observation and analysis may be greatly in-
creased.
Geography and Arithmetic. A globe will be baby's de-
light, and may furnish a basis for teaching geography with
stories of trips across the sea and land and mountain, which is
all delightsome play for the tiny lad or lass. Baby learns to
count. "How many apples has baby?" "How many folks at the
table?" Counting fingers and toes, pennies and what not, the
idea of enumeration breaks in on his little mind, and he begins
to have a complete understanding of what is meant by "how
many?"

